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The world is changing ever faster in every field, specially in scientific research and reporting. Twenty 
six years ago, Cold Ward lead to massive governmental funding in research. From 1945 to 1989, every 
effort was made by both Eastern and Western political powerhouses to ensure that blue sky – research 
without clear applications - and applied research would result in political capital gains to feed the pu-
blic international clash of ideologies. In spite of the fruitless political supremacy claims, the war effort 
left humanity legacies such as space travel and atom fissuring, not to mention everyday comforts such 
as Teflon. Yet, the investment paradigm has now shifted again and is oriented towards applicability.(1) 
By the end of the War, research was left at the hands of government funded think tanks, private sector 
transnational companies, and public and private higher education institutions which are now required 
by the society to return the public investments in the form of life quality improvements and shared 
open access knowledge such as institutional repositories. Hence, new forms of research impact as-
sessment are emerging and being put to test.(1,2)

As funding becomes scarce and strategic oriented, data, thanks to technological advancements, is 
more available to everyone around the globe through the internet in repositories, a phenomenon that 
is part of the new economy of scope paradigm and presents an opportunity to scientists dealing with 
funding contingency.(1,3) A researcher is nowadays promptly required to answer questions such as if 
their research could improve life quality or how many jobs it is going to create.(4) Being so, institutio-
nal repositories offer the scientists the possibility to gather data and literature and carefully plan their 
research effort beforehand and even save costs in buying literature from copyrighted journals.(3) This 
way, it can be fathomed what could be achieved and they can justify the funding agencies investment. 

When it comes to physiotherapy, even in spite of the Brazilian government effort, high quality scien-
tific research reports are still hard to come by(5) and that is why self archiving in institutional reposito-
ries can be so important to this particular field of science. The more scientists self archive their pro-
duction in high quality higher education institution’s repositories, the more high quality knowledge 
will be available to all, strengthening the field as a whole in Brazil and worldwide. 

There are over 24 thousand scientific journals being published worldwide with around 2,5 million 
manuscripts a year. Around 15% of that is being currently archived in repositories.(3) Now, that is a 
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very expressive amount of open access worldwide 
accessible knowledge to the advancement of scien-
ce and society as a whole. 

You can access Bahiana School of Medicine and 
Human Health’s repository at the following URL: 
www.repositorio.bahiana.edu.br. 
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